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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 
Thank you everyone for your support and engagement with our 
school community this year. It has been rewarding to look back 
over the year. I have been blown away at the many activities, 
events and learning opportunities that our students have 
experienced, made possible through the hard work of our 
teachers and education support staff. Our school publication 
Baringa is in its final editing stages and after having had a sneak 
preview, I am looking forward to sending home these visual 
memories and student reflections on our 2023 school year.  
 
I encourage you to carefully read our final school newsletter for 
2023 which contains important information for the end of year 
organisation as well as some key dates for 2024. Formal classes 
will conclude on Friday 15th of December with our P-6 (11:30am) 
and 7-12 (2pm) final assemblies to be held on this day. School 
will finish at the normal time of 3.30pm on this Friday. There are 
no formal classes on our environmental days - Monday 18th and 
Tuesday 19th of December. Final buses will run on Monday 18th 
December. 
 
Farewells 
I would like to pass on my thanks to the following teachers and 
education support staff who are leaving us at the end of 2023. 
They have contributed in many ways to the education and 
support of our students and school community. We wish them 
all the best in their next phase as the embark on a range of 
different opportunities and adventures. 
-Carly Burnett 
-Wes Hollick 
-Brook Hallyburton 
-Rocky Blair 
-Peter Lee 
-Jayde Alexander 
-Simon Harkness 
-Lara Mungean 
-Kate Wells 
We also have some staff taking leave next year and wish them 
well with their plans for 2024. 
-Katherine Fox 
-Jenny Evans 
-Sarah Whitworth 
I would also like to acknowledge the school families who are 
leaving us after their final year 12 children have now graduated. 
For many their association with the school has spanned decades 
with one family being here for the past 28 years. Among this 
group is our current school council president Bronwyn Lenehan 
who I would like to thank for her contributions to the council 
and other committees in her time here. 
 
2024 
Looking toward next year, I would like to welcome some new 
teachers beginning in 2024: 
-Jaye Dickinson 
-Jorja Sharp 
-Gail Higgins 
 
We would also like to welcome back staff returning from leave: 
-Emily Hickman 
-Ellen Podbury 
-Dean Whitehead 
-Claire Opperman (from Term 2) 
-Vanessa Howard 
 

At the beginning of 2024, Staff return on Monday 29th of 
January. On Tuesday 30th January we are inviting all 
parents/carers and students to attend a 15-minute Welcome 
Interview with their primary classroom teacher or a key 
secondary teacher. A letter will be sent home shortly with more 
details and I encourage all families to take up this opportunity to 
set up the learning and school year for their child/ren.  
 
Normal classes for Grade 1 to Year 12 begin on Wednesday 31st 

of January (preps start Thursday). Please put these dates and 
times into your diaries for the beginning of next year. 
 
I wish everyone a safe and restful break over the summer 
holidays! 
 
MATT DODSON  
PRINCIPAL 
 

 

Invitation to Award Ceremonies on 15th December 
 
P-6 Award Ceremony Friday starting at 11:30am. We plan to 
have it outdoors again, so don’t forget to bring along your comfy 
camp chair and a sun hat. Following the Assembly, you are 
invited you to stay and enjoy a sausage from the BBQ (free) for 
lunch or bring a picnic to share with your child/ren. 
 
Year 7-12 Awards Ceremony at the Timboon P-12 School Hall, 
2.00-3.30pm. All students and parents are invited to attend with 
awards and presentation from Year 7-12 including School and 
House Captain Presentations, VCE area awards and Year 12 dux 
for 2023. This will be a great celebration of student achievement 
in 2023.  
 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS 

 
As we approach the final weeks of Term 4 it is a really important 
time for students and staff. It is an opportunity for students to 
showcase their learning from Semester 2 in final common 
assessments tasks (CATs) and exams of 2023.  Year 11 and 10 
students will have had the opportunity to trial their subjects for 
2024 and been provided with holiday homework to get a head 
start into their studies for next year. Make sure you take 
advantage of the fantastic education on offer and focus on your 
pathway.   
Students and parents of students studying VCE have received an 
email and login for your child to Edrolo. This is an online tool 
that we use in most VCE classes as and additional resource, on 
top of teacher and class time and subject textbooks, for students 
to access subject content for pre-learning, new learning, 
consolidating understanding and revising subject content. Our 
aim is to give students a wide range of resources to allow the 
very best achievement for every student. Teachers will be 
setting regular work to be completed on this online platform. All 
students have open access until December 12th, after this time 
payment of $36 per subject will need to be paid for ongoing 
access.  
Year 12 exams have been completed and we had a great night 
on Friday 24thNovember at the Year 12 Graduation Evening with 
students and parents celebrating the end of their schooling at 
Timboon P-12 School. I would like to thank the families whose 
children finish school, and this ends their association with our 
school. We are appreciative of all the support our families offer 
our school and wish all families and students the very best in the 
future.  



 

 

 
 

Our Year 10 students, all 40, have been on Work Experience last 
week and staff have been in contact with all employers over the 
week, getting positive feedback about the great work they have 
been doing with positive attitudes. Huge thanks to Mr. Shanks 
for all his efforts preparing and organising all students into 
placements of choice. Students will return to school next week 
to reflect on the world of work and finalise work for year 10. 
Year 10 final day will be Wednesday 6th December.  
Year 8 and 9 students have selected electives for 2024 including 
Year 9/10 electives, VET (Vocational Education and Training) 
subjects and VCE Subjects. If any student or parents has any 
queries or questions, please contact me at school before the end 
of the year.  

 

 
 
The Year group is out on camp with Mr. Dennis, Mrs. Mutton, 
Mr. Venn, Mr. Marshallsea and Lara Mungean. They had a wet 
start to camp but have now resumed activities and are having a 
great time. Body boarding, canoeing and raft making, zipline and 
mountain biking.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

December 11th-15th will be Activities week and we have a full 
program of options for students over the week. Activities will go 
out to student to sign up for sessions on Monday 4th December.  
Year 6 to 7 Transition days will be on Tuesday 12th and 
Wednesday 14th December with 39 students participating in a 
full 2-day program. Students will get a taste of secondary school 
and meet classmates and teachers for 2024.   
Year 7-12 Awards Ceremony will on Friday 15th December at the 
Timboon P-12 School Hall, 2.00-3.30pm. All students and 
parents are invited to attend with awards and presentation from 
Year 7-12 including School and House Captain Presentations, 
VCE area awards and Year 12 dux for 2023. This will be a great 
celebration of student achievement in 2023.  
  
GABBY THEOLOGOUS 
7-12 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 

It is hard to believe that we have reached the end of another 
year. As we continue to wrap it up, we also are looking forward 
to what 2024 brings. 
Breakfast Club continued to be a popular weekly Wednesday 
activity and was very well supported by students of all ages. This 
will continue next year through the Department of Education 
funding program. Thanks to Cheryl Miller for all her organisation 
of this program and to the Terang and Chitticks bakeries for 
their kind donation of bread each week. We go through an 
amazing 14 loaves each week in toast, let alone the extra loaves 
of cheese sandwiches for the Secondary. 
Once again, we were spoilt by the work Andrea Vallance does in 
her role as TAP coordinator with making connections to our 
community and organising events and guest speakers. Next year 
the focus is on volunteering and the many services that rely on 
volunteers. Have you considered being a volunteer in the 
community? 



 

 

Year 6 Band’s lessons conclude this week and each band will 
perform on Thursday, during the lunch break in the School Hall. 
Everyone is welcome to drop in and rock along. Thanks once 
again to Bands teacher, Mr Peter Sharp. 
Tuesday 12th December is the statewide transition day. All 
students in Prep to Year 6 will spend the day in their 2024 
classroom, with their new classmates and teacher. The day will 
run like a normal school day, with students expected to be in 
School uniform. On Wednesday, the 2024 class lists will come 
home in a sealed envelope with the youngest sibling at school. 
Whilst we are open to special requests, please understand that a 
lot of teacher time and careful consideration has been given to 
academic spread and friendship groups as requested by 
students. I encourage you to call me if you have any queries. 
Friday 15th December is our P-6 Award Ceremony, starting at 
11:30am. We plan to have it outdoors again, so don’t forget to 
bring along your comfy camp chair and a sun hat. Following the 
Assembly, you are invited you to stay and enjoy a sausage from 
the BBQ (free) for lunch, or bring a picnic to share with your 
child/ren. After the lunch break, the Year 6s, staff and parents 
will showcase their boot-ball skills and compete in a friendly 
game for the Jack Clements cup. This is the final day of classes 
for all students, with the day finishing at the normal time of 
3:30pm.  
Literacy and Numeracy will again remain focuses of teacher 
Professional Learning in 2024 and we have two groups involved 
in Network Learning Communities. Liana Brown, Julia McMeel, 
Claire Watson and myself will lead professional development in 
our respective teams around Literacy improvement, including 
Sounds Write, updating our skills in teaching reading and 
embedding the 6+1 Writing traits work from the last couple of 
years. Our Numeracy team of Josh Frederick, Tylah McGrath, 
Claire Watson and myself will look to unpack the new Victorian 
Curriculum 2.0 in Mathematics and continue the work Claire 
started this year around the ‘Big Ideas’. 
Booklists have been finalised for 2024 and families are 
encouraged to order through Darrien’s Office supplies 
(darrian.officechoice.com.au). There is a flier attached to the 
newsletter and it will be posted on Compass. Please note that all 
online orders must be placed before 4.30pm Friday 12th 
January 2024 to ensure we have sufficient stock for all orders. 
Packs will be able to be collected on Monday 29th January from 
the School hall. Please note that we expect everything on the 
booklist to be brought to school on day 1 of 2024. We will store 
the ‘extra’ supplies in a named snaplock bag for students to 
access as required throughout the year. 
Our calendar for the remainder of this year still looks busy, with 
some important dates for you to note: 
Wednesday 6th December - P-6 Assembly, 10:20am start (hosts 
Prep B class). It’s also a JSC, out-of-uniform day with a 
Christmas theme. 
Wednesday 6th December - 2024 Prep parent’s information 
session, from 9:30am in the Library 
Friday 8th December – Year 6 Campout/Sleepover 
Monday 11th December – Year 1-2 excursion to the trains in 
Cobden (event is on Compass) 
Tuesday 12th December – Statewide Transition Day  
Wednesday 13th December – Year 6s will spend a second day in 
the Secondary School.  
2024:  
Monday 29th January – staff return & stationary pack order pick 
up from the School Hall 
Tuesday 30th January – no classes. Parents and students will be 
asked to come in to meet with the classroom teacher. A letter 
with times and further details will come home this year. 
Wednesday 31st January – all students (except Prep) will start 
classes. Prep testing. 

Thursday 1st Feb – Preps will start classes. 
School Photo Day - Friday 1st March.   
  
Looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the 
Awards Ceremony on Friday 15th December. Otherwise, please 
have a wonderful Christmas and safe New Year. 

 
GILL HAMPSON 
P-6 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
 
Prep News 

As we draw closer to the end of our youngest students’ first year 
of school, we have been reflecting on just how far they have 
come. Socially, emotionally and academically, we have seen 
growth in all our students this year. 
This term, our preps have been growing grass heads and 
beanstalks, learning to tell the time, skip counting by 5s and 2s, 
practising our reading fluency, writing longer and more detailed 
pieces of writing and wrapping up their Sounds Write learning 
for the year. 
A couple of weeks ago we visited the Heytesbury District 
Landcare Network and Berry World to further explore how 
plants grow. Thank you to all involved for making it such a 
memorable day.  
Last week, Prep A held the huge responsibility of hosting our P-6 
assembly, and they did a fabulous job! Prep B will host next 
week so make sure you come along to cheer them on. 
The preps also started their school swimming program this 
week.  Thank you to those parents who have offered to their 
assistance.  
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Year 3/4 Flagstaff Hill excursion 
Last week, our Year 3/4 students took a step back in time as we 
visited Flagstaff Hill in Warrnambool. During this term we have 
been studying the theme, First Contacts, and have been learning 
about the first examples of European contact and settlement in 
the place that we now call Australia.  
While visiting Flagstaff Hill, Jan taught the students about the 
history of the whaling industry in our local area. The early 
whalers were the first Europeans to establish settlements along 
our local coastline. Doctor John also gave the students an 
experience of what it must have been like for the early 
Europeans, as they travelled for many months on board tall 
ships to reach Australia. 
The first-class passengers 
were certainly treated 
better than the poor 
people down in steerage. 
We had a wonderful day 
and our visit helped to give 
us a local perspective on 
European settlement in our 
area. 
 

 
  

 
Melbourne Camp 
I thought that the Melbourne camp was awesome. We got to 
see lots of amazing places such as the war museum (Shrine of 
Remembrance), Old Melbourne Gaol, Eureka Skydeck, Artvo, 
Melbourne Zoo, MCG and the Australian Music Vault. We all 
went to the Queen Victoria Markets and all the boys bought 
sunnies. My favorite place was up high at the Eureka Skydeck in 
the glass box. 
I thought that camp was fantastic! 
By Joseph Hider  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Eureka Skydeck – Melbourne Camp! 

On the first day of Melbourne camp, after going to China Town 

for dinner, our group went to the Eureka Skydeck ‘on the edge 

experience’. In our opinion, the elevator ride was scarier than 

going on the actual ‘Edge Experience’! To get to the edge, we 

had to go on a very quick elevator ride that took us up 82 floors 

going 9 meters per second and it is the fastest elevator in the 

entire Southern hemisphere! At the top there were a few pairs 



 

 

of ‘binoculars’ that zoomed in 20x80 meters so that we could 

get a close-up view of our surroundings! Inside the actual glass 

box of the ‘edge experience’ there were loud sound effects and 

the glass fogged up and then cleared which scared a lot of 

people! Some people even laid on the floor of the box which 

cracked more people up! At the end of each session in the box 

on the edge, each group got a photo taken which was on display 

at the reception of the building! All in all, the Eureka Skydeck 

experience was very fun! 

By Willow Gronbeck and Maria Dela Cruz 

 

 
 

Our Camp 
We are on the bus on our way to Melbourne. For some it was 
the first time ever. The buses stopped and everyone piled out 
and grabbed bags to take to our hotel for the next two nights. 
We first went to the Shrine of Remembrance which was to 
honour the soldiers fallen in wars all around the world. After we 
finished, we stopped for our home packed lunch. We left the 
shrine and visited Artvo where we explored the place taking 
photos which looked real for 2 hours. We left to go to the 
accommodation to get settled in until we went to Chinatown for 
tea and after that visited the Skydeck. The majority of us went 
out on The Edge which was a glass box 3 meters away for the 
building to look out over all of Melbourne. We went back to the 
apartment exhausted and into bed. After breakfast we visited 
the Queen Victoria Market where we spent our $40, then off to 
the Old Melbourne Gaol for a tour until we had to leave to go to 
the MCG for a full tour of the building. It was the coolest place I 
had ever been. There was even a red chair for the furthest 6 
ever hit on the ground. Next is the Music Vault that showed all 
the most famous Australian singers/bands. After another hard 
days work, we sat around and watched the super Mario Bros 
movie and even some cricket world cup. The third day was the 
zoo and it was the coolest zoo I had ever been to. My favourite 
animals were the seals because you could go under the water 
and watch them frolic around, although I didn’t like the snakes 
because they were lazing around. 
By Sacha Blain. 
 
Digitally creative farm safe messaging 
There’s an old saying, “you know you know something when you 
can explain it to someone else!” To reinforce the farm safety 
messages our Year 5/6 students have been hearing, and to learn 
about digital technologies, animation and storytelling, we 
invited Gareth Colliton and Alex Francis from One Day Studios 
into our classroom. Gareth described the educational and skill-
building opportunities that One Day Studios provides for digital 
creatives at their digital arts and technology media hub under 
the Silver Ball in Warrnambool such as producing cartoons, 
illustrations and movies like Mabel and Stitch. Students 
reviewed the storyboard ideas they had considered to share 

farm safety messages and decided on their sets and what assets, 
such a vehicles or people, needed to be created for their movies. 
Figures and props were then crafted from foam or fabric sheets, 
paper and foam clay to use in their dioramas. Next week Gareth 
and Alex will return to help complete the details and outline 
how to shoot the animation. Can’t wait!   
 

 
 
Call. Push. Shock 
Today our Year 7 Health students were familarized with 
“Shocktober” and the Call Push Shock kits that were created in 
partnership with the Heart Foundation and Ambulance Victoria. 
Bree, Andrea and Rob introduced themselves and their roles 
with Ambulance Victoria as members of a Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT), Ambulance Community 
Officers (ACO) and a trainee paramedic. After a quick quiz 
review of the dangers of vaping and revision of DRSABCD, the 
students were introduced to the Chain of Survival so that could 
develop the skills and knowledge to help in a medical 
emergency. Amongst numerous challenges, they had to 
demonstrate checking for danger, checking for response, and 
checking for breathing. These skills were designed to build 
confidence and capability to recognise a cardiac arrest and take 
the lifesaving action of calling Triple Zero (000), starting 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) immediately and shocking 
with an Automated External Defibrillator (AED). Students learnt 
that if a patient is breathing, the Triple Zero call taker may ask 
them to roll the patient onto their side recovery position. The 
take home message was that anyone can save a life in 3 simple 
steps: Call, Push, Shock • Call Triple Zero (000). • Push hard, 
push fast, on the chest between the nipples. • Shock using an 
AED.  
 

 



 

 

 
The TAP was definitely On in 2023! 
It’s not often you see #FarmVR or #FarmAR, opposite a tram 
conductor, near Royal chooks, with a tractor and bandicoots, 
calves, SES scenarios, horses, or a fire truck, in the proximity of a 
dog vs drone challenge or a FarmBot encounter juxtaposed with 
BBQ smokers or a potential biosecurity outbreak whilst doing a 
water bug boogie, before being told numerous Duck Tales or a 
Story of a River. That doesn’t even include the versatile vegies, 
transitory rock stories, indigenous collages, camembert 
comparisons, GPS cows, Arduino achieves, workplace 
communication challenges, or AI exercises. Our 2023 TAP’s On! 
curriculum expo had it all, and even more for students, teachers 
and visitors. Just over 450 students from Timboon P-12 School 
and Simpson Primary School participated in a series of peer lead 
workshops held at Timboon on Thursday in a celebration of the 
exciting curriculum based around agriculture and community at 
Timboon P-12 School. Jess and Cameron from THINK.DIGITAL 
were our feature guests and they shared numerous immersive 
and interactive technologies that highlighted the role that digital 
technologies can play to inspire, engage and teach people more 
about the potential of agriculture. Children from the Timboon 
Kindergarten and the Kardinia Learning Centre explored our 
curriculum workstations visiting a range of activities around the 
School campus. Students also enjoyed FM Milk from Saputo, 
Stringers courtesy of Bega and Mainland Cheese portions from 
Fonterra. After our main workshops, and as an extra activity for 
our Preps and Year 3/4 students, they were visited by Roberto 
from The Connies who shared a range of cards and stories 
featuring local flora, fauna and biodiversity stories. The TAP in 
2022-2022 was supported by the Gall, Lane, Jones, Uebergang 
and Vedmore Foundations with TAP’s On! sponsored by 
Westpac Bank and the Secondary Schools Agriculture Fund 
(SSAF). Thank you to our wonderful student presenters, 
teachers, mentors, parents, visiting educators, industry and 
community guests for helping us celebrate TAP's On! 2023.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Growing well... bushes and berries 
Now that they have a pretty good understanding of parts of a 
plant and how things grow, we decided to take our Preps out to 
see how this works outside the school grounds. The Preps 
walked to the Heytesbury & District Landcare Network’s nursery 
where Michelle Leech, Lyndell Driscoll and Kate Leslie showed 
them different types of plants including trees, shrubs and 
grasses. After reviewing what plants need, Kate talked about the 
about the role of trees to provide shade, shelter, habitat, and 
the importance of a range of trees in a plantation. The fortunate 
Preps planted seedlings in pots including eucalyptus, tea tree, 
wattle, prickly moses and native grasses that they are going to 
plant on the school grounds. (It's a bit cool when your Grannie is 
one of the special presenters too!) At Timboon Berry World, 
Heather Nicholls talked to students about the strawberry plants 
and the students learnt that the strawberries grow from the 
flower buds and that the green caps are called calyx. Heather 
stressed the important role that bees play in pollinating plants 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftimboonagproject.weebly.com%2Ftap-blog%2Fthe-tap-was-definitely-on-in-2023&data=05%7C01%7CRaelene.Wicks%40education.vic.gov.au%7Caf260975e0e742e89bc008dbe66d5462%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638357129691725839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iCb5tNbS7b9bFEKP3qVyjfGqvanJfpsItzNOg84scFs%3D&reserved=0


 

 

and that it was really important to keep the soil healthy to grow 
healthy plants. The lucky Preps were then able to pick the red 
ripe strawberries into tubs to be taken back to school and home 
for their families Thanks Michelle, Lyndell, Kate, and Heather for 
bringing our learning to life and to David Pope for donating the 
bus ride back to school for the excited, but weary Prep students. 
 

 
 

 
 
Genetic gains through technology 
To contextualise their classroom learning about genetics and 
genomics our Year 10 Science students undertook a field trip to 
Nick, Simone and Will Renyard’s Meon Valley dairy farm. 
Students heard about the Renyard’s career progression and 
inspected the new rotary dairy that was built to replace their 30 
year old platform with an emphasis on using technology to 
increase both cow / worker comfort and ease of operation. The 
Renyard’s mating program was summarised with an emphasis 
on using genetics to improve cow health, farm production and 
the importance of breeding an efficient, healthy animal. John 
Ryan from The Vet Group described how mating programs had 
evolved and the benefits of synchronizing herds to calve to suit 
the farm’s feed profile. Embryo transfers were discussed as was 
the use of world class genetics to select sires, the potential of 
genomics to identify animals with the most potential in a herd 
and the use of sexed semen to ensure that potentially 90% of 
the calves would be female as technology has enabled this 
technology to be just slightly less reliable than conventional 
semen. The use of cow collars and apps linked to phones and 
their computer system was detailed with the collars sending 
data on cow mobility, heath and fertility through rumination and 
activity sensors on the collars. Nick showed how this data was 
used to manage the whole herd health by sending alerts to 
identify individual cows that may become unwell, for example 
lame, not ruminating properly, ill or starting to calve. The most 
accurate feature of the collars is their ability to pick cows on 

heat and draft cohorts of cows for mating. John then 
demonstrated how cows are preg tested with students being 
able to detect a foetal heart beat on a monitor. This field trip 
was able to reveal how technology is at the cutting edge of 
agriculture with an exciting, practical application of science and 
technology in our regional dairy industry. 
 

 
 
 

   

   Timboon Sporting Centre 
Gym Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 4-8pm 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 9am – 12pm  

 

 

 

A Huge thank you to all the volunteers 
who have helped at the Caf throughout 
the year.  
 
Your assistance is very much appreciated. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
Cheryl Miller 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CANTEEN  
CANTEEN TERM 4 Roster 

 

WEEK 10 
4th – 8th December   

 

Mon 4th    

Tues 5th    

Wed 6th   Nicole Uebergang 

Thurs 7th   Taya McLeish 

Fri 8th     12:30 – 2:30pm 

            1:15pm – 2:30pm     
Tahlia Blain     Renee Whitehead 
 

  

WEEK 11 
11th – 15th December 

 

Mon 11th  Kylie Oates  

Tues 12th   

Wed 13th  Sarah Ferrari 

Thurs 14th  Fabiola Travi Ponce 

Fri 15th     12:30 – 2:30pm  
              1:15pm – 2:30pm     

Rebecca Couch      Chloe Jackson 

  

 
Please encourage family and friends to join us at the Caf.  

Even once a term is greatly appreciated.  
Please contact Cheryl and join our team. 

 
TIMBOON SWIMMING CLUB: 

It's nearly summer and the Timboon Amateur Swimming Club 
starts soon at the Timboon pool. Our fantastic coaches are 
looking forward to seeing returning and new swimmers. 
Swimming club can help with stroke correction, technique, 
speed and fitness, but is not a beginner learn to swim program. 
Participants need to be able to swim a length (33m) unassisted.  
This season, sessions will run 4.30-6pm Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
starting 5th December.  There will be 2 weeks for kids to have a 
'come and try', and then swimmers will need to be registered as 
members of Swimming Victoria. Kids will need to bring goggles 
and flippers to sessions.  
Any questions, contact Bobbie French on 0429872592. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Tennis has started back up at the school on Friday 

afternoons. Spots are available now. 
3:45-4:15 Prep- Grade 2. 

4:15-4:45 Grade 2- Grade 4. 
4:45-5:15 Grade 4- Grade 6. 

5:15-6:00 Teen Cardio (Grade 7+) 
Options are available for private lessons also. Please 
message Josh Hay on 0400 798 667 to get involved. 

Thankyou. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Drum lessons at Timboon School in 2024 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 


