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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

How nice is it to have some warm weather! While I am sure all 
families are finding the challenge of remote learning difficult at 
times, can I start by thanking all parents for their support. The 
feedback I have received has been extremely positive regarding 
the online lessons that have been delivered at both Primary and 
Secondary school, the Webex lessons at the Primary school where 
there has been individual teaching moments and the ability of 
VCE students still to engage with their teachers. 
 
A key focus for all staff is on the wellbeing of students; we are all 
concerned about how the students are travelling, especially 
missing their friends and all of the activities that happen at school. 
If your son/ daughter needs some support, please contact us. Our 
new Welfare Co-ordinator Ms Jenni Ryan is doing a fantastic job 
and is available as well as our school Chaplain Ms Rachel Walz. If 
you wish to contact them, please call the front office and we can 
organise this.  
 

Students do not return this term      – we continue with remote 
learning as we have for the last three weeks. The GAT is 
scheduled for 5th October. Students sitting exams are strongly 
encouraged to book in and have their vaccine. While it is not 
compulsory to have your vaccine, students are strongly 
encouraged to do so.  
 
While remote learning continues to be a challenge for us all there 
are many things to recognise and celebrate. This week our school 
NAPLAN results have been received. Parents next week will 
receive their children’s results. Can I emphasise that NAPLAN is a 
test at one point of time on one day. It is important to look at a 
variety of sources and talk your son/daughter’s teacher about 
their progress. 
 
There are some outstanding results; we have 71% of our Year 3 
students in the top 2 bands and there has been significant growth 
for students in Year 3 to 5 in Reading and Numeracy.  A number 
of students in Year 9 have received awards in recognition of their 
growth from Year 7. If parents have any questions about NAPLAN, 
please contact the teacher concerned. Please understand that as 
a staff we have had limited opportunity to look at these results 
due to remote learning. 
 
We have just installed $30,000 worth on new computers in the 
library and this will certainly benefit students, in particular Prep 
to Year 4 students. Shortly students in Years 4 to 6 will receive 
information on devices they will need in 2022.  
 
As part of the school dress code, every two years a survey is 
conducted of parents and students to gain their feedback. A copy 
was placed in the Primary school pack and there is a copy on 
Compass if parents wish to complete. There is a box in the school 
hall to place them. When we return students will be given an 
opportunity for feedback as well 
 
Students in Year 9/10 need to return their elective forms which 
have been distributed and students need to complete these and 
return to the school. They can be either emailed to the school or 
again placed in a box in the school hall. 
 
Despite being in remote learning we were able to have some 
great activities and dress ups for Book Week. Thanks to all the 

students and staff in both the Primary and Secondary school for 
dressing up. Ms Wallace did a great job in the Secondary school 
getting the staff involved and developing the quiz and all the 
Primary staff were involved in dressing up. My best dressed to Mr 
Haugh as Mr Bump. He is so creative. 
 
Thanks to Ms Podbury for organising all of the activities for Kids 
Matter week. I know there was a lot of work and preparation that 
went into this and I am sure the kids enjoyed the activities and we 
hope to continue with some of these next term. 
 

DAVIN REID 

PRINCIPAL  

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS 

 
Students, families and teachers continue to be engaged in remote 
learning. I thank all our staff and families for supporting our 
students through remote learning. If a student or family requires 
additional support, please contact the school or email teachers or 
me through Compass. There are several supports we can put in 
place to help families.  
 
Unfortunately, with lockdown we have had to change and cancel 
several planned and booked activities, excursions, and camps. 
This includes the Year 9 camp planned for the start of Term Four. 
We are working towards an alternative for Year 9 camp later in 
Term Four. 
 
Wellbeing 
Headspace is the National Youth Mental Health Foundation 
providing early intervention mental health services to 12-25 year 
olds. Headspace can help young people with mental health, 
physical health (including sexual health) alcohol and other drug 
services, and work and study support. Headspace has a lot of 
good resources. Check out their website: 
https://headspace.org.au/about-us/who-we-are/ 
 
Kids Matter Week 
Kids Matter is an Australian mental health and well-being 
initiative set in schools, early childhood education and care 
services (like preschools, kindergartens and day care centres). 
Kids Matter aims to improve the mental health and wellbeing of 
children, reduce mental health problems amongst children, and 
achieve greater support for children experiencing mental health 
difficulties, and their families. 
 Kids Matter was developed by mental health professionals and 
education and childcare staff in response to the high rates of 
school-age children with mental health difficulties (currently one 
in four children) and the problems they face in getting help. It is a 
partnership between education and health sectors and is funded 
by the Australian Government and beyondblue. 
Children can be taught how to cope with their emotions, to 
bounce back from problems, and to develop positive 
relationships – this is called ‘social and emotional learning’.  
The Secondary team has been busy implementing wellbeing and 
mental health challenges this week for Kids Matter week. Ellen 
Podbury, Student Programs leader, has created booklets of 
activities for students to complete over the course of remote 
learning and created a family fun day activity challenge.  
 
 
 

https://headspace.org.au/about-us/who-we-are/
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/partners#DoHA
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/partners#beyondblue
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/social-and-emotional-learning


 

 

 

 

Art Competition  
Year 7-12 students can participate in the Timboon P12 School 
Secondary Art competition with the winner’s artwork featuring 
on the front of staff planners for 2022. The theme for the art 
competition is the world and the beautiful things in it. I would 
encourage all our secondary students to enter. The artwork can 
be using any medium. I look forward to seeing all the entries in 
Term 4. 
 
VCE 
All VCE students have been subscribed to Edunlimited – an online 
platform with access to ATAR study notes, Neap exam papers and 
novel study guides. You should receive an email with details on 
how to log in to Edunlimited this week.  
At this stage, the GAT is scheduled for Tuesday 5th October. We 
will keep families informed of any changes.  
 
SKYE BANNAN  
7-12 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of our remote learning 
program. Attendance at WebEx meetings and the completion of 
the pack work has been excellent. This is greatly appreciated by 
all staff. Thank you to all parents who have respected the new 
process with regards to the supervision of students on site. This 
has not been an easy process from the school’s perspective, so to 
have parents’ understanding has been terrific. We fully 
understand that remote learning and lockdowns pose different 
issues for many families, so please let us know if you need 
support. 
 
Book Week celebration on Thursday last week was inspiring. To 
see so many students dress up and be part of the fun on the 
WebEx meetings was terrific. Again, thank you. I have put 
together a collage of photos sent in and do hope you managed to 
open the video I sent out last week on Compass. 
Wellbeing Week activities are a great way to take some time to 
improve our own mental health and think about the things we are 
grateful for. I am grateful that I’ve chosen to raise my children in 
a country setting, where they have enjoyed the space outdoors 
during this lockdown. What are you grateful for? 
 
Our NAPLAN results for Years 3 and 5 students this year were very 
pleasing. Our ‘above benchmark growth’ (that is the high growth 
of students from Year 3 to 5) has excelled the State, Network and 
Similar School percentages in all areas of Literacy. This has been 
the main teaching and learning improvement focus across the P-
6 for the last three years, so it is very pleasing to see the hard 
work is paying off for our students. Of course, it is not done yet. 
The goal is now to embed the learning and continue to improve 
results for all students each year. In Numeracy, we had a higher 
percentage of Year 3 students in the ‘top two bands’ than the 
State and Similar Schools, and only 1-2% lower at Year 5 level. The 
aim in Numeracy is to focus on achieving higher growth for all 
students; that is, aim for more than 12 months growth in 12 
months of teaching. With improved use of data, such as Essential 
Assessment, we have started to look more closely at our practice 
and how we can achieve this goal. Overall, I feel very pleased with 
the results and am confident that we are focussing on the right 
areas for further improvement. 
 

GILL HAMPTON 

P-6 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 

 
Darcie Hutchins dressed as Princess Leia for Book Week. 

 

Poetry Sharing 
Prior to the Year 5/6 students beginning their poetry writing unit, 
some of the Year 1 and 2 students provided them with inspiration 
by sharing their own examples of poetry.  
 

Poems by 2/1C 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

It was a great opportunity for all the students to share and 
discuss descriptive language and offer feedback. This is what 
some of the Year 5/6 students had to say about the experience: 
 
On Friday the 13th of August we went over to the year one/twos 
to look at their poems. We had a lot of fun going in to see what 
they had created. They had poems about lions, colours and a lot 
more. Then we had to help them with coming up with words for 
another poem about either spiders or pigs. The entire experience 
was a blast and I had a lot of fun doing it.  
By Toby Rantall 
 
The 1/2’s shared their poems with our class. They did a really 
okay job with their poems. They also used a lot of similes about 
colours, animals and some of their favourite things. I enjoyed it 
a lot. We even got to help them with words for their poems.  
By Charlotte Meinhold 
 
The other day we visited the 1/2s and listened to their poetry. I 
have to admit I was a bit jealous because their poetry was 
amazing, they are already using similes and metaphors. 
 By Asha Loughnan 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Science Week 2021 
During August we celebrated National Science Week. Science 
week aims to encourage an interest in science and STEM. The 
2021 theme, Food: Different by design, provided endless 
opportunity for students to explore concepts around food 
production, alternative protein sources, food experiments and so 
much more. Due to COVID restrictions our annual Family Science 
Night had to be postponed, however students still participated in 
Science Week in a range of different ways.  
In the Secondary school, all students were encouraged to 
participate in a daily science quiz. This became a hotly contested 
form assembly activity and provided a true test of scientific 
knowledge! Do you know how many taste buds the average adult 
has, or the common name for Sodium chloride?! Some families 
also participated in the ‘Epic family science quiz’. Well done to all 
involved. 
Lots of fun activities happened in the Primary school to celebrate 
Science week. The Preps investigated colour changing milk, by 
placing food dye and dish soap in milk. What fun! The Year 5/6 
students created objects that would keep an egg safe if the egg 
was dropped from a height of two metres. They had strict 
parameters to work within which were using only 10 paper 
straws, 1 A4 sheet of paper and 1 metre of sticky tape. It was an 
exciting time (and a bit messy) watching each egg being dropped. 
Many survived the experiment and went on to be tested even 
further! Those students that were successful shared their 
construction ideas with others so that further improvements in 
design could be made. Well done to all students who participated 
in Science week in some way. 
 

PENNIE MAXWELL 



 

 

 

 

      
 

    
 

 
 

 

Book Week 
 
Our school community embraced its love of literature during 
Book Week. Dressing as literary characters, celebrations enabled 
us to laugh at ourselves (and others) and fostered a sense of 
connectedness during our remote learning classes. Students were 
also involved in daily activities during Form Assembly via WebEx. 
Thank you to teachers, students, parents and guardians who 
participated in the online Book Week quiz, where the challenge 
was to match Timboon secondary staff to their favourite read. 
Winners were Renee Dyer, Holly Delaney, Sarah Whitworth and 
Grace Brown. Books nominated for the quiz reflected a range of 
genres and interests. Who knew that Mr Fraser was an avid 
reader of Science fiction? Or that Mr Whitehead was a Bryce 
Courtenay fan? Ms Bannan revealed she enjoys a classic period 
drama, while Mr Reid opts to navigate a lengthy non-fiction 
adventure by Australian author Peter FitzSimons. Hopefully you 
found an engaging new title to add to your reading list.  
 
Leonie Wallace 
Leading Literacy Specialist  
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Fabulous Characters during Book Week 



 

 

 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER TERM 4 

 

TERM 4 
WEEK 1  
4th – 8th October  

12:30 pm to 2:30pm 

Mon 4th   

Tues 5th  Cherie Lutherborrow 

Wed 6th  Camile Nicolls 

Thurs 7th   

Fri 8th  Bronwyn Lenehan 

  

WEEK 2 
11th – 15th October  

12:30 pm to 2:30pm 

  

Mon 11th  Princess Basobas 

Tues 12th   

Wed 13th  Nicole Uebergang 

Thurs 14th   

Fri 15th  Tanya Delaney 

  

WEEK 3  
18th – 22nd October  

12:30 pm to 2:30pm 

Mon 18th  Linda Whiting  

Tues 19th   

Wed 20th  Shannon Blasche  

Thurs 21st   

Fri 22nd  Sheryn Vogels 

 
All volunteers must register their working with children 

card at the school office prior to starting. 
 

 
 
 

TAPping into Local Government 

Prior to our current venture into remote learning, we had planned 

a Year 5/6 excursion to conclude our studies of 'Natural Disasters' 

and to introduce the 'Local Government and Democracy' unit. As 

we couldn't visit Mt Leura or Councillors at the Corangamite Shire 

offices in Camperdown, as part of the TAP we provided a virtual 

option for our students during remote learning. Councillors, 

Jamie Vogels and Kate Makin and Mayor, Ruth Gstrein, recorded 

responses to our Pop Quiz interviews and the class discovered 

features and assets of the Corangamite Shire in a lively class 

discussion. Councillor Jo Beard’s written responses were also 

included in the dialogue about the important role of local 

government and how students can contribute to decision making 

in our community and region. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


