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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
What an amazing, interesting and challenging start to the term
we have had. In a new world for students, staff and parents can I
thank everyone for their support, consideration and patience at
times so we can best support the students at Timboon. On behalf
of the staff I thank all .the students and parents for their
willingness to try new things. I can assure you that the staff are
working extremely hard to provide work to students.
At the end of last term we had our School Council AGM. Our new
school council President is Bronwyn Lenehan. Bronwyn has been
on council for a number of years and brings considerable
experience to the role. Parent representatives on school council
are Sharon Cotton, Jeremy Doolan, Trent Champion and Rebecca
McAuliffe. At all times these parents are there to represent the
views of the parent community.
At the end of last term the teachers quickly organised a pack of
work for children in the Primary school in the event of the
movement to remote learning and I know many students have
been working on this. This week Primary school students would
have received their second pack of work. Primary school students
during the holidays enjoyed their Easter parade with a difference
with the parade done via WebEx. Thanks to Ms Hampson for
organising this. Primary school students this week will have had a
WebEx session with their teacher to see how the students are
going and to explain the work for the coming weeks.
In the Secondary school all classes should have had at least one
WebEx session and I know classes in VCE will have had a number
of WebEx sessions. Work is left on Compass each day for students
to complete. Students have projects and specific tasks to
complete.
If parents in either the Primary or Secondary School, who need a
computer device, internet access or printing off of materials,
please contact the office and we will do our best to assist. We
have already provided 30 devices and internet to a number of
families. In terms of completion of work students are encouraged
to submit this on line. If you need to drop off hard copies there is
a box at the front office which is available during school hours and
after hours.
If parents or students are having difficulties with devices or
internet access the school IT technicians are available to assist. If
you need help please contact the front office.
Teacher contact at this time must be done via email as there are
many teachers not at the school but are working from home so
parents need to contact staff using Compass.
The school is using Webex for many of the session with students.
Webex is the approved Department of Education and Training
(DET) method of delivering remote lessons. I have attached on
Compass some instructions for parents on how to use Webex if
you are having any difficulties
At the moment staff are leaving work on Compass, printing off
work and developing packages. The guidelines from the DET are
very clear on this and there is no expectation from the school for
the whole day to be remote learning at home. I have earlier sent
home some guidelines for parents regarding the amount of work
each day. It is not a normal school day.
I am certainly aware at the moment there is a considerable
amount of communication from the school. Unfortunately the

only we can deliver this is via the use of Compass or the
newsletter. I know as teachers, parents and students we are all
trying to do our best in a difficult situation but I assure all parents
that we are working extremely hard to ensure remote learning is
successful for all the students at Timboon.
I encourage any parents if they have concerns to contact Dan
Walker, Gill Hampson or myself to discuss their concerns.
Recently I was sent this by a colleague and I wish to share it with
you:
COVID-19 Kids – what if?
When people say kids are going to be ‘behind’ I say, behind
what?? Not each other- they’re all in the same boat. Only ‘behind’
the age expectations of a curriculum that currently has limited
context due to these extraordinary circumstances. In front on so
many other more important fronts I say.
What if instead of “behind” this group of kids is advanced because
of this. What if they have more empathy, they enjoy family
connection, they can be more creative and entertain themselves,
they love to read, they love to express themselves in writing.
What if they enjoy the simple things, like their own backyard and
sitting near a window in the quiet?
What if they notice the birds and the dates the different flowers
emerge, and the calming renewal of a gentle rain shower?
What if this generation is the one to learn to cook, organize their
space, do their laundry, and keep a well-run home?
What if they learn to stretch a dollar and to live with less?
What if they learn to plan shopping trips and meals at home?
What if they learn the value of eating together as a family and
finding the good to share in the small delights of the everyday?
What if they are the ones to place great value on our teachers and
educational professionals, librarians, public servants and the
previously invisible essential support workers like truck drivers,
grocers, cashiers, custodians, logistics, and health care workers
and their supporting staff, just to name a few of the millions
taking care of us right now while we are sheltered in place?
What if among these children, a great leader emerges who had
the benefit of a slower pace and a simpler life, who has a fine
sense of empathy and care and concern for fellow humans.
What if he or she truly learns what really matters in all this…
Take care

DAVIN REID
PRINCIPAL

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS
Thank you to all our families, students and staff for the way in
which you have taken on the challenge of home learning. No
doubt there have been some challenges in the face of IT
provision, using new programs such Webex and engaging with
Compass. This has shown a great deal of commitment.
For the most part we have had excellent attendance during our
online Form Assemblies. This has been a real morale boost for our
staff and we hope that this is also true for our students. The pivot
to online learning has brought with it change in learning style; I

would ask all families and students to continue to provide
feedback to us on how we could continue to make this a better
experience for our students. I have been extremely proud of our
staff for how quickly they have been able to adapt in the face of
high levels of pressure to maintain continuity of learning.
Students are reminded that when in Webex sessions they are not
permitted to share the links provided by their teachers with
anyone outside the school. This is a breach of confidentiality and
security and a serious breach of trust and safety while online.
With the increased time spent online we need to ensure we
maintain the integrity of the Webex platform and safety of our
students.
There are some really positive aspects to going online which we
hope to capture into the future. We look forward to our staff
engaging our students further in ICT, however it does not replace
the fact that students need to engage in their learning and do the
work. Thanks to our parents for supporting their children the best
they can in enabling continuity in their learning and for their
support of the school.
If you require further IT support please call the school, particularly
if you are in urgent need of a device for your child.
Stay safe.
DAN WALKER
7-12 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Thank you for your support last week as we transitioned to online
learning. Staff have really appreciated your positive feedback and
suggestions as we continue to improve how we support all
families during this time. If you have any concerns and questions,
please communicate these to your child’s teacher or myself. I am
available via my email (gillian.hampson@education.vic.gov.au) or
on the School Mobile, 0417 015 728. I too am juggling being a
parent of young children learning from home and have faced
many of the challenges you probably did last week. We are all in
this together.
The next package of handouts, resources and support material for
the Primary students were collected this week and will be
referred to in next week’s lesson plans on Compass. These
packages have been differentiated to suit the needs of your child,
so please understand that they may be different to another child
in the same class. I ask that you don’t compare tasks with others
in the community, speak to your child’s classroom teacher or
myself if you need to seek clarification.
Compass will continue to be our main communication tool for all
families in the Primary. To check on student well-being,
attendance and as an opportunity to seek clarification about the
set work, each Monday, classroom teachers will conduct Webex
Meetings by posting a link to you. This link can be used for each
Monday meeting. If you cannot get to a meeting, it is important
that you still make contact with your child’s teacher. On
Wednesdays and Fridays, communication will be via email. As
time goes on, there may be a need for more Webex meetings, but
at this stage we have limited them as we aware that some
households are juggling the Secondary student’s Webex session
commitments. If you want an extra Webex meeting for any
reason, please contact your child’s teacher who will willingly set
a meeting up with you, at a time that suits you both.
If you have any ICT issues, please ring Terry Hawkins on his School
Mobile 0427 788 866.

Work set for Art, STEAM, Japanese and PE can be found by going
to the session during the week that you child would normally have
that class. I have drawn up a timetable to help you.

Mr Krueger
Prep A
Mrs Coates
Prep B
Mrs
Ludeman
1-2A
Mrs Berry
1-2B
Mrs Poustie &
Mrs Delaney

1-2C
Mr
Rowbottom
3-4A
Mrs
Moriarty
3-4B
Mrs McMeel
3-4C
Mr Haugh
5-6A
Miss Selten
5-6B
Miss
Bouchier
5-6C

Art
Mon
session
3
Mon
session
4
Wed
session
5
Wed
session
4
Wed
session
3
Thurs
session
3
Thurs
session
5
Thurs
session
2
Fri
session
2
Fri
session
5
Fri
session
4

STEAM

Japanese
Fri
session 5

PE
Thurs
session 4

Thurs
session 3

Fri session
3

Tues
session
3
Thurs
session
2
Tues
session
4

Mon
session
5
Mon
session
4
Mon
session
3

Fri session
5
Tues
session 5
Thurs
session 5
Wed
session 2

Tues
session 4

Wed
session 3

Tues
session 2

Tues
session 3

Fri session
4
Thurs
session 3
Fri session
2 (while
online)
Thurs
session 2

How are you all going with the PE ISO Class Cup Challenge? Don’t
forget to email Mr Venn with your weekly results.
ANZAC ceremonies across the nation will be very different this
year and our School Leaders have put a lot of thought into how
we can continue to remember those that fought for us. Well done
to all students. Ms Podbury is very impressed with your
leadership and commitment to getting this organised.
I look forward to seeing as many faces as possible in our upcoming, first ever online P-6 Assembly on Monday. We have a
surprise for all viewers, so please tune in and help us remember
and celebrate the year thus far. The meeting will be taped so it
can be shared with our School community.
The following information is sourced from the Child Mind website
and captures what I want all parents to consider. “When you’re a
parent, self-care often slips to the bottom of the list. But taking
care of yourself isn’t a luxury. It’s essential. And during this
difficult time, when children are home and stress is running high,
it’s more important than ever. Here are five tips ..
1.
2.
3.
4.

Make time for yourself (time alone)
Prioritise healthy choices (eat and sleep)
Be realistic (Remember you’re doing your best during a
very difficult time. Cut yourself some slack.)
Set boundaries (With so much worry and uncertainty
floating around it can be easy to absorb other people’s
fears and concerns without even realising it. Hit the
‘Don’t disturb’ button.)

5.

Reconnect with things you enjoy (get back in touch with
hobbies and activities)

Please be kind to each other and continue to work with the school
to do what we can for the benefit of you and your family.
GILL HAMPSON
P-6 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Congratulations to the following students for receiving a
Mathletics certificate so far this term. The certificate
acknowledges their commitment to their learning and
recognises their fine achievements.
Oscar Uebergang - Gold
Aurora Baird
- Bronze
Annie Doolan
- Bronze
Kaspar Hendrix
- Bronze
Lukas Hrebenyuk - Bronze
Emily Plozza
- Bronze

Beary cute
The reaction to our TAP “We’re Going On A Bear Hunt” bear has
been incredible!
What started out as an opportunity to make people smile in these
times of social isolation due to the COVID-19 restrictions has
received an overwhelmingly positive response. The Timboon P-12
School Facebook post has reached over 31,000 people, been liked
150 times and shared over 51 times across multiple platforms
including the ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt – Southbank & CBD
Melbourne’, ‘Corangamite What’s On’, ‘#Show some Dairylove’,
‘Victorian Association of Agriculture & Horticulture Educators’
'ABC Landline' 'George the Farmer' and the 'Warrnambool
Southwest District Kindness Pandemic’ Facebook groups. A
reporter from the Cobden Times asked to write a story which was
featured on the front page and the story appeared in a Colac
newspaper. The bear was also introduced on the Ambulance
Victoria Operations site as it has officially been adopted by the
Nullawarre CERT as i’s mascot. A beary surprising outcome! Check
out the full story on the TAP Blog.

A COVID Conversation
Just an update from the TAP...
Did you know cow poo on your hands is a great
preventative measure for COVID -19?
1) You don't touch your face
2) You don't shake hands
3) Everyone keeps their distance
Just joking folks, you know what to do1) Don't touch your face
2) Wash your hands with soap - often
3) Keep social distance 1.5m apart
Stay safe

Students embrace learning at home

